
Q1: When and why did you first get involved in special olympics and how has it changed since
then?

I started in 2001 playing basketball and cross country skiing in a school based program. We
lived in Ypsilanti. I moved to Canton in 2006 and joined a community based program, the
Plymouth Canton Stars. Community based is year round and the school base is only during the
school year.

Q2: what are some of your most memorable or valuable memories from SOMI?

Anytime I get a medal or a ribbon is a wonderful memory.

Q3: How has SOMI affected your life or someone you knows’ life, and how has it changed the
community?

It has affected my family’s life for the better. They are at all my games and meet supporting me
and that is great. The Plymouth Canton community has always supported Special Olympics.

Q4: When me and Sue had our interview, she mentioned that you represented Michigan at the
USA games and won 2 gold medals. Could you tell us more about that experience, how you felt
in the moment, and how it shaped you?

Lincoln Nebraska was great. I had a lot of fun. I met a lot of athletes and I got to swim for
Michigan. Got to stay in dorms and compete against the best. Made me want to do my best.

Q5: What is one thing that you would like to see change (or be added to) in SOMI/Unified?
(Example: more leadership, more sports, etc.)

I really can’t answer this question because I don’t do unified and don’t know about it.


